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FFrroomm  tthhee  CCoommmmooddoorree::  
 

 
The New Year has arrived 
complete with its normal 
challenges for the yacht club and 
its serving committee. 
 
The long term future of the club 
will always be uppermost in our 
minds, and to this end Nicholas 
Mace and his committee have 
been busy behind the scenes 
gathering support at Provincial 
Government Level and have got 
the support of the MEC for 
Transport, Mr Robin Carlisle, 
whose active support for our 
cause and is the voice on our 
behalf at the relevant 
Departmental meetings. Nicholas 
will give a fuller picture elsewhere in this newsletter, thank you for what 
you have done thus far. 
 
There have been two resignations from our staff, namely Berenice and 
Andrew from the finance department, both moving on into business with 
their respective spouse. We wish them all the best and thank them very 
much for their time, dedication and loyalty they gave to the club during a 
long period. Andrews‘s position has been filled by Stephan, who is 
undergoing a two week familiarisation period with Andrew. Angela 
Macauley, after a dedicated and wonderful 25 years at the club, has 
retired as a member of our ever efficient cleaning staff. Your thankless 
job is greatly appreciated and as I said at the farewell ―a clean ship is a 
happy ship‖. We wish you well in your retirement. 
 
Unfortunately in life there will always be rules and regulations, and if 
they are there they have to be policed. It is never nice to have to enforce 
these rules and regulations that have been in place for a very long time 
such as signing in/out and COF certification, both in place for your and 
other seafarers‘ safety. In addition there are statutory rules and 
regulations we have undertaken to enforce. Recently we had a visiting 
yachtsman from another club not only skipping paying his bill, but also 
sailing without clearing or in possession of a COF. He was reported to 
the Waterwing of the police as will anybody else who puts to sea without 
a valid COF; he made it to Hout Bay where we are currently exercising 
our option to recover the money. As to the non-conformance of signing 
in/out, will eventually cause Port Control to clamp restrictions like they 
have in Durban for vessels leaving and entering. The ball is in your court 
as a skipper to comply, as there are presently a small number of people 
jeopardising this freedom for the majority who do comply. 
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FFrroomm  tthhee  CCoommmmooddoorree  CCoonntt::  
 

The FINCOM continually look to spend money carefully and wisely. Until July money will only be spent on 
absolutely necessary items, and any new CAPEX items will be budgeted for after July. Budgeting is taking 
place during February for the next period. It has been accepted by Gencom that all sponsorships raised for the 
club will contribute 10% of the total to the club to continue to keep racing at a high level, without draining the 
clubs resources unnecessarily. 
 
The CROCS regatta was once again a fun event, with good participation with its varied format proving popular. 
I am not sure if Crocs will participate again after their third consecutive sponsorship, but I would like that thank 
them very sincerely for their enthusiastic participation and support, let‘s hope the economy allows CROCS to 
return again. 
 
On the sponsorship issue, we have two very important regattas looming namely the Table Bay Week and 
Lipton Cup. I am in continuous discussion with prospective sponsors, but if there is anyone out there with 
possible leads please don‘t hesitate to contact me. These are well publicised events and we have the stats to 
substantiate that. 
 
The ever popular Mykonos race, set for 19 February, will see RCYC temporary relocated to Mykonos; we look 
forward to seeing the sailors and supporters there. 
 
Your aye, 
John 
 

 

RRCCYYCC  CCaalleennddaarr  

 
 
 

February March 

Wed 10
th

 Audi Twilight & IRC Racing Wed 3
rd

 Audi Twilight & IRC Racing  

Sun 14
th

 Valentines‘ Day Buffett Sat 6
th

 KPMG Race Day  

Wed 17
th

  Audi Twilight & IRC Racing Wed 10
th

 Audi Twilight & IRC Racing  

Fri 19
th

 – 
Sat 20th  

Mykonos Offshore, Pacer 27 Nationals 
and L34 W C Champs 

Sat 20
th

  - 
Sun 21

st
 

Cape Town Sailing Week at RCYC  

Wed 24th  Audi Twilight & IRC Racing Mon 22
nd

 Cape Town Sailing Week: RCYC to HBYC  

Sat 27
th

 Double Handed Racing 4 
Sat 27

th
 – 

Sun 28
th

 
Cape Town Sailing Week: HBYC  

Sat 28
th

 
Red Cross Hospital Fundraiser 
German Armed Forces Big Bad 
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CCoommmmeennttss  ffrroomm  tthhee  GGeenneerraall  MMaannaaggeerr  

 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Firstly on behalf of all the RCYC staff, allow me to wish you all a happy, eventful and safe 2010.   
 
Now that the ‗silly season‘ has drawn to an end, I‘m happy to report that all staff are reinvigorated and are 
focused in making 2010 a year of achievement within our respective departments.  The office is brimming with 
energy and continues to define our respective roles and contributions in providing higher levels of service to the 
Club Membership.  As part of this drive, the Office has upgraded the membership database facility, 
incorporating an all-new, real-time networked database which makes referencing and communicating far more 
efficient and effective.  However, and in order to have the most accurate information available, you will be 
asked in the near future to participate in verifying your respective contact and boat details, so watch out for that.   
 
As discussed in the Commodores article, the Office has had to bid farewell to Andrew (Financial Manager) and 
Berenice (Accounts Administrator) who both resigned to follow careers within their respective family 
businesses.  However, we now are fortunate to welcome a Stephan Nel who has joined us as Andrew‘s 
replacement.  Stephan and Andrew will both be finalizing the handing and taking over process prior to 
Andrews‘s departure on 17

th
 February 2010.  Once Stephan has settled in, the process of securing an 

Accounts Administrator will commence, bringing the department back to its required full strength. 
 
Our last member of staff to have left us is Angela Macauley, who has retired after 25yrs of dedicated service to 
the RCYC.  The Commodore expressed the Clubs heartfelt gratitude for Angela‘s unwavering commitment to 
the Club over the years and extended best wishes to her and her family in her well deserved retirement. 
Thanks and good luck to Angela.     
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Marcus Reuter 
General Manager 
 
 

LLeetttteerrss  

 

 

From Colin Farlam: Table Bay Yacht Club One Design (The Redwing) 
 
Next year marks the 100th anniversary of the club's first one design class - The Linton Hope designed 
"Redwing‖ dinghy, which raced as a class from 1911 to 1955. 
 
This year the Knysna Yacht club will celebrate its first century by starting a museum of wooden dinghies ....20 
footers, Sprogs, Andies, etc etc. It has been decided to build a "Redwing" on the club premises with input from 
as many members as possible ....."Clubbing"... will take on a new meaning!! 
Although contributions and donations will be gratefully accepted ...no large cheques written out with expensive 
pens will be allowed 
Instead the whole boat will be itemised ...e.g. Home made TBYC burgee R150-00 etc ....and in that way 
members will be able to sponsor the materials and construction. 
ROBIN GREEN, a lifelong member of the club who built a "Redwing" as a school woodwork project in the 50"s 
has agreed to help as "clerk of the works" 
 
Please see the sailing /racing board for further information. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Colin Farlam 
TBYC/RCYC Historian 
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From the Rotary Club of Table Bay 
 
Dear Rotarians, Associates and Friends, 

ROTARY CLUB OF TABLE BAY CHARITY BALL 

The Rotary Club of Table Bay is holding a Charity Ball on Friday, 19
th
 

February in aid of IZIVUNGUVUNGU FOUNDATION FOR YOUTH, 
which is well-known for their good works in the underprivileged 
communities, concentrating on the fields of sailing and music.  A prime 
example of the result of their efforts is the crew of Voortrekker which 
took part in the 2009 Cape to Bahia Yacht Race. 
 
The Foundation‘s Music Academy seeks to improve the lives of the 
youth by teaching young South Africans, who have not previously had 
the opportunity, skills in playing musical instruments and singing. 
 
Please find attached a copy of the invitation to our Annual Ball. We suggest that you reserve your tickets as 
soon as possible and join us at a great evening. 
 
This promises to be an elegant evening with fabulous music and is a time to relax with colleagues and friends. 
For more information please e-mail Stefanie Baumann at m_baumann@t-online.de 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
John Britz 

President 
 
 
 

FFoorrtthhccoommiinngg  EEvveennttss  

 

Big Band der Bundeswehr 
 
 
The Big Band of the German Armed Forces will start a concert 
Tour to your wonderful country South Africa from 23 February 
to 7 March 2010. Please allow me to explain some details of 
this concert tour, specially the Dixieland Formation we would 
like to send to the Royal Cape Yacht Club. 
Day and time of the short performance: 
We like to be at RCYC with four musicians on 28

th
 February at 

about 11h45 and play from 12h00 – 13h00 
About the orchestra: 
These four musicians belong to the "Die Big Band der 
Bundeswehr" (The Big Band of the German Armed Forces) 
The orchestra is one of the best formations in Europe. They will 
play in 2010 at the Olympic Games in Vancouver. They return 
on 23 March in the morning and they leave Germany that same 
day at 15h00 in the afternoon to Cape Town. Another highlight 
is the German Ball of Sports in 2010 and the Big Summer 
Berlin Festival presented by the German President Mr. Horst 
Köhler (just some examples out of more than 70 concerts in 
2010) 
Benefit: 
All the money we collect on the South African Concert Tour will 
be donated to the Red Cross Children‘s Hospital Cape Town 
on the 7. Of March 2010 in the morning, we like to invite you to 
this date 

mailto:m_baumann@t-online.de
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The Plan for all the concerts at the Cape during this Trip: 

 26
th
 February: V&A Waterfront 20h00 – 22h00: whole Orchestra 

 27
th
 February: VIP Reception on Board at  the German War Ships evening / Dixieland formation 

 28
th
 February: Royal cape Yacht Club 12h00 – 13h00 Dixieland formation 

 28
th
 February: V&A Waterfront 15h00 – 17h00 whole Orchestra 

 1
st
 March: Presskonferenz Cape Town Harbour/small swing formation/time not scheduled yet 

 3
rd

 March Asara Wine Farm: Stellenbosch Concert 18h00 – 21h30 

 5
th
 March: Simons Town Navy Base Dry Dock together with the SA Navy Band -  whole orchestra 

 6
th
 March: Cape Town: VIP Reception at the German Consul General -  small swing formation 

 
Kind Regards, 
Thomas Ernst 
(Captain Senior Rank) and Tour management of the Big Band der Bundeswehr 
 
 

Car Boot Sale 
 
Get rid of all your unwanted yachting equipment! 
 
Date: 27 February 2010 
Time 10h00 
Venue: Regatta Centre 
Price per table: R100 
 
Please book a table with Brigette:  brigette@rcyc.co.za  or Tel: 021 4211354 
 

 

IInnssiiddee  HHoouussee  RReeppoorrtt  

 
Dear Royal Cape Yacht Club Members, 
 
We trust you all have had a wonderful festive season and wish all our members all the best for the year to 
come. 2010 is the year millions of South Africans have been anticipating since we were awarded the FIFA 
World Cup. With the many tourists visiting our country this year, we truly hope they will come and experience 
what the Royal Cape Yacht Club and The Galley Restaurant has to offer. 
 
The Galley Restaurant has made much progress since we took over in August last year. We have invested a lot 
of time and effort in improving our standards and service, and will continue to do so over the months and year 
to come. Our evening specials have been well received to date, to which we believe has contributed a busier 
and more successful evening trade for us. Thank you to all our members for all your support, as without you we 
would not be where we are today. 
 
Please keep an eye on the notice boards and website for February‘s evening specials. For those of you who 
cannot be with us in the evenings, all are welcome to come down for lunch and experience Chef Marco‘s daily 
lunch time special - also please be reminded of our Plated Roast on Sundays. 
 
For those romantics who would like to spoil their partners this coming Valentine‘s Day, we will have a 
Valentines Buffet Lunch available Sunday the 14

th
 of February 2010 between 12h00-16h00 for R110.00pp, and 

there will be prizes to be prizes to be won and complimentary bottle of wine available for every table. Please 
contact Bridgette at brigette@rcyc.co.za or call on 021 421 1354. Booking is essential. 
 
As the second leg of the Audi Twilight series gets under way middle of January, please be reminded that we 
will have a ―grab and go‖ burger station available every Wednesday night from 18h00 – 20h00 for only R20 a 
burger. Alternatively the Terrace Menu will be available should you wish to join us for a meal and enjoy the 
Wednesday night festivities. 
 
On a Staffing note, we wish Angela Macauley, from our Housekeeping Department, farewell as she will be 
leaving us at the end of the month.  We thank you Angela for the 25 years of service with The Royal Cape 
Yacht Club, and wish you all the best for the future. 

mailto:brigette@rcyc.co.za
mailto:brigette@rcyc.co.za
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On a final note, I would like to thank my Management Team for all the hard work and effort they have put in 
over the festive season. Thank you and keep up the good work! 
 
If you have any suggestions on menus, ideas for improvement, or any feedback you wish to share with us. 
Please be encouraged to do so via our survey on our website or email Riaan direct at riaan@rcyc.co.za with 
your valued comments.  
 
We look forward to welcoming you back again and making your meal experience with us even more enjoyable 
than the last. 
 
Kind Regards 
Riaan Bezuidenhoudt 
Food & Beverage Manager 

 
 

RRCCYYCC  GGaalllleeyy  SSppeecciiaallss  ffoorr  FFeebbrruuaarryy  
 

 

 

mailto:riaan@rcyc.co.za
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WWeellccoommee  ttoo  NNeeww  RRCCYYCC  MMeemmbbeerrss  

 

Ordinary: 

 John Bates 

 Tracey Pels 

 Steven Crovo 

 Andrew Hughes 

 Keith Sanders 

 Carl Bosma 

 Andries van Heerden 
Family: 

 Janet Crovo 

 Janet Cotton 
 

Absentee Local 

 Riaan Mostert 
Absentee Foreign 

 Egbert-Jan Wever 
Intermediate 

 Etienne Rawlinson 
 

 

 

OOuuttssiiddee  HHoouussee  RReeppoorrtt  
 
 
Dear Members, 
 
During December we experienced a few 
good blows; fortunately we only 
experienced one finger breaking loose, 
slightly damaging one yacht, but at the 
same time this resulted in repairing and 
strengthening several mains and fingers. 
 
The Marina Maintenance crew has been 
replacing planking on mains and fingers 
where necessary. 
The Hard had a busy month in December, 
being 100% up on lifts compared to last 
December. 
At last we have the winch connected to the 
small crane, all that has to happen now is 
to install a system of pulleys to enable the 
boom to be swung and it to be load tested 
to 3 tons. A big thank you must be 
extended to Bernard Diebold who has put 
a lot of time, effort and money into this project. 
 
The ―Cat Corner‖ is now taking shape; we have connected up 2 mains and 2 fingers and removed the fingers 
from the original ―Q/R‖ marina to enable the catamarans to have more manoeuvrability when leaving and 
entering there moorings. We are busy refurbishing another main, which will be attached to exiting mains, we 
then plan to move the old ―Q/R‖ mains and attach them to the end of the mains running along the Nautilus wall. 
 
A reminder to all yacht owners: please make sure your fenders are securely tied onto your yacht - the past 
couple of months the outside house has retrieved a lot of fenders blown off by the southeaster! 
 
The Outside House Staff wishes all members a prosperous and joyous sailing New Year! 
 
Kind regards, 
Ian Meggy 
Marina Manager 
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SSaaiilliinngg  NNeewwss  

 

Mykonos Offshore Race 19th – 20th February 2010 
 
2009 WINNERS ALL ENTERED INTO 2010 MYKONOS OFFSHORE 
 
The entries for the 2010 Mykonos Offshore are now flying in, with over 90 yachts already entered; we will 
definitely have a record entry and 
the team at Club Mykonos will be 
hard pressed to accommodate all. 
However with the extended 
harbor facilities, this shouldn‘t be 
a problem. 
 
The winners from last year have 
again entered to defend their 
respective titles, in particular, 
Benba.co.za a Farr 38 skippered 
by Dale Kushner, who will again 
be competing in the highly 
competitive IRC class. Naledi, 
skippered by Felix Scheder-
Bieschin, who won Club Handicap 
Class 1 last year, has entered into 
IRC and will definitely be a force 
to reckon with.  
Mafuta, skippered by Matthys Laurence has entered into Club Handicap Class 1. Matthys and his team were 
the winners of Club Class 2 in 2009. 
  
Entries so far are: 

 IRC – 15 entries with more yachts still to enter 

 Club Class 1 – 20 Entries  

 Club Class 2 – 31 Entries 

 Pacer 27 Nationals – 9 Entries 

 L34 Western Cape Championships – 9 Entries 
 
 

The RCYC Ratings Date and the Sign In/Out System 
 
As most of you know, the Royal Cape Ratings division have put a large amount of hard work into creating a 
very effective E management system which comprises of the Royal cape Ratings Database and the Electronic 
Sign in/out system.   
 
RATINGS DATABASE 
The ratings database is a database of boats where the boat owner is linked to their boat by applying for a 
RCYC E- management user name and password. Once the boat owner has logged on to the database he/she 
is able to input his/her boats correct particulars into the data base. The boat owner accepts all responsibility for 
the information reflected in the database and is required to report all subsequent changes and any errors found. 
In order to activate your boats information in the database you need to do the following. 

 Boat owner‘s needs to request a RCYC E-management user name and password from the sailing 
office. Michela@rcyc.co.za  

 The sailing office will then link the boat to the owner  

 The boat owner needs to update the boats information as and when the information changes and 
accepts responsibility for the dimensions saved on the database.  

 
 
 
ELECTRONIC SIGN IN/OUT SYSTEM  
The ratings system is linked with the new electronic Sign in/out system in the foyer at the Royal Cape yacht 

2009 IRC winner - Benba.co.za 
(Picture ς B. Krynauw) 

 

 

mailto:Michela@rcyc.co.za
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Club. If you wish to start utilizing this new system please email your full name, surname boat name and sail no 
to michela@rcyc.co.za for a RCYC E-management username and password. We also require a copy of your 
skipper‘s certificate if you plan to sign your boat in/out in the future. If you have already forwarded your skippers 
certificate to the sailing office, we do not require you to do so again, however if you have not done so in the 
past we feel this is quite pertinent. The office is only accepting valid South African Sailing certificates or the 
equivalent thereof.     
 
 

America’s Cup Live Screenings 
 
America's Cup to be shown live on Internet http://33rd.americascup.com/en/ 
 
MADRID — The 33rd edition of the America's Cup, which is set to take place in Spain next month, will be 
shown live and for free over the Internet for the first time, organisers announced Monday. 
The event is to be a three-leg multihull duel between the catamaran of Swiss defender Alinghi and US 
challenger Oracle's massive trimaran in the Spanish Mediterranean port of Valencia from February 8-12. 
But legal procedures in New York mean the event remains in doubt just two weeks before the start. 
The local organisers, "Consortio Valencia 2007", said in a statement that "for the first time the races will be 
broadcast live and for free on the site www.americascup.com" in order to allow as many people as soon 
possible to watch them. 
The two teams have been training for the past week off Valencia, but have been stuck in port since Sunday due 
to bad weather. 
Concerns had already been raised about holding the event in mid-winter in the Mediterranean, when it risks 
being disrupted or delayed by rough weather. 
The last America's Cup, won by Alinghi in Valencia in July 2007, took place over two months and included an 
elimination round. 
The next edition will be "more compact and also more exciting", said Michel Hodara, an official of the 
organising team. 
But access for spectators will be more difficult as the boats will be racing over "an area that is up to six times 
larger that that used in the 32nd edition", the Consortio said. 
Alinghi and Oracle have been arguing over the rules of the America's Cup for two-and-a-half years. 
The New York court ruled in April that the Cup should be settled by a one-on-one multihull duel between the 
two sides in February instead of the traditional fully-fledged regatta involving several teams. 
But Oracle earlier this month asked the Supreme Court of the State of New York to rule on whether Alinghi had 
infringed nationality rules by allegedly using US-made sails for its catamaran, and a decision in that case is still 
pending. 
 
 

Cork hits rock in Java Sea 
 

 
Cork, one of ten 68-foot ocean racing yachts competing in the Clipper 09-10 Round the World Yacht 
Race has struck a rock in the Java Sea, around 200 nautical miles north east of Jakarta. 
All 16 crew have been safely evacuated to two sister yachts, Team Finland and California. All are safe 
and next of kin have been informed. 
 
 
Falmouth Coastguard is working with local agencies to ensure that the situation is being constantly monitored.  

mailto:michela@rcyc.co.za
http://33rd.americascup.com/en/
http://www.americascup.com/
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The Irish entry was sailing in 20-knot winds when she struck a rock off the small island of Gosong Mampango 
at 2018 GMT, 13 January (0418 local time, 14 January). 
 
The yacht was competing in the fifth race of the biennial global challenge which left Geraldton, Western 
Australia for Singapore on 3 January 2010. 
Initial reports from skipper Richie Fearon stated that the boat is lying on her side on the rock with the toe rail 
under water and that some hull damage has occurred. Because the winds were increasing, the crew evacuated 
to the island as a precaution. Competitors Team Finland and California were in the vicinity and immediately 
stood by off shore. The skipper and crew of Cork have subsequently used their life rafts to transfer to the 
waiting boats and all are now safely on board. Team Finland‘s skipper Rob McInally is relaying updates with 
both the race organisers and the coastguard agencies. 
The yachts on station are best placed to assess the situation and consider what salvage options are practical. 
Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, Chairman of race organisers Clipper Ventures said, ―Clearly our priority has been the 
safety of the crew and we have received confirmation that all on-board have evacuated the boat and are now 
safe. Their welfare is our prime concern at this time.‖ 
 
At this stage, it is too early to consider what impact the incident will have on the Irish entry and whether the 
team will be able to continue in the 10-month-long 35,000 mile race around the world.  
More information will be released as the situation develops. 
The crew is made up of five Britons, eight Irish, two Australians and one Chinese national. 

 
 
The skippers of California and Team Finland both report that crew morale is good following their recovery of 
the Cork crew from the small island of Gosong Mampango. 
Having hit a submerged reef during the hours of darkness, Cork was stuck fast and unable to move. As a 
precautionary measure, the crew were evacuated using life rafts to get ashore. They then used the rafts to 
head towards the two Clipper yachts lying off shore and all on board are accounted for and safe. Hot drinks and 
a meal were provided and the crew are now resting after the incident. 
Round the world Cork crew member, Sean Coote, commented, "I'm feeling a bit other worldly at the moment on 
board California as a guest rather then a crew member. The rescue and subsequent hospitality are much 
appreciated and we are now heading for Batam. 
"After our evacuation and on reaching the island it was unreal to look back and see Cork on her side with 
waves breaking over the port beam. Our life raft was picked up approximately half an hour after leaving the 
island by the California crew who were immediately on hand with biscuits and hot tea. The teams know each 
other well and there were lots of hugs, kisses, expressions of sympathy and welcome donations of dry clothing. 
"Having had a brief sleep and something to eat, thoughts are now turning to contacting family and re-assuring 
them that we are OK. We are grateful to have escaped with no major injuries and proud to have rallied together 
as team and survived a harrowing ordeal and test of our resilience." 
California is now making her way on towards Singapore with eight of the Cork team on board. The remaining 
eight crew members, including skipper Richie Fearon, are on Team Finland which continues to monitor the 
situation. 
Qingdao has now joined Team Finland and when the wind dropped earlier today, skipper Chris Stanmore-Major 
and team member Chris Connell (who is an active crew member with the RNLI) went ashore on Gosong 
Mampango in order to conduct a further assessment of the damage to Cork. This included taking digital 
photographs and video footage which can be sent back from the boats communication system, so that experts 
from around the world can better assess the situation and formulate a plan of action. 
Edinburgh Inspiring Capital is also now abeam of the island. Colin Campbell, one of the team members on 
board, is a naval architect and he will provide further expert advise on the situation and the best options for 
recovery. 
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The Cork crew's passports are already safely on board Team Finland and other valuables were collected when 
the boat was assessed earlier today. 
In the event that Cork is unable to start Races 6 and 7, crew places will be available across the nine other 
yachts for the leg to Qingdao in late February and on to San Francisco in early April. Long before then, a clear 
understanding of the longer term implications will have become apparent and Clipper will keep all interested 
parties fully updated. 
The priority for now is to continue to ensure that the skipper and crew of Cork are safe and being looked after. 
The Clipper Race team are due to land in Singapore later on today and will begin looking at the various 
logistics for when the boats arrive. This includes the usual immigration procedures in addition to ensuring that 
the crew of Cork has accommodation, clothes and other essential items when they step ashore. 
The other seven yachts continue to race towards Singapore and the first boats are expected to finish within the 
next 48 hours. Cape Breton Island has gone into Stealth Mode which means they are hidden from view for the 
next 24-hours. Of the boats whose position are known Spirit of Australia continues to lead the race 
with Jamaica Lightning Bolt and Uniquely Singapore close behind. With boats diverting to deal with the 
emergency, there will clearly be requests for redress once the fleet has arrived in Singapore. 
Unsurprisingly, everyone's thoughts are with their fellow competitors from Cork. Jan Ridd, skipper of Cape 
Breton Island, sent back the following to race HQ this morning. 
  
"We are all so glad to hear that everyone on board Cork is safe and that no one was hurt. We cannot imagine 
how terrifying it must have been as the weather was awful last night and at one point, we experienced wind 
speeds of 56 knots. 
"We are now in a very close tacking match with Spirit of Australia and Jamaica Lightning Bolt, but to be honest 
since receiving the news about the seriousness of Cork's situation to both myself and the crew, the racing does 
not seem important right now." 
 
 

Crocs Summer Regatta 2009 

 
A particularly violent south easterly 
kicked in over the Cape peninsula on 
Saturday morning 12

th
 of December. It 

started gently at around 20 knots, but 
three hours later had doubled in 
strength to 40 knots. Twenty four hours 
later gusts were being recorded at several stations between 60 and 80 knots. In the CBD buildings were being 
evacuated, roofs were being torn off. At Hout Bay Yacht Club one of the jetties sank, taking three yachts down 
to the bottom of the harbour with it. All over the city reports of uprooted trees and wind damage were streaming 
in. This was also the same weekend that the Crocs Summer Regatta kicked off. 
Some thirty five entries had been received with the rapidly growing IRC division having the largest entry, 
followed by the smaller boats in Club Handicap Class 2, with Club Class 1 being the smallest. The concept 
behind the Crocs Regatta is that it is loosely based on Antigua Week, where the parties and the racing compete 
with each other in terms of hot they get. Royal Cape Yacht Club laid on the drinks, the vibe, the steel band 
music and lots of lovely young ladies, but the devastating south Easter completely put paid to the shore based 
activities on the first weekend. 
 
Race Officer Matthew Thomas set a 34 mile course all along the beach past Milnerton and down to Blouberg 
for the first race, which was started in about 20 knots of breeze. In the hotly contested IRC fleet there was 
action aplenty. Barely 5 minutes after the start there was a port/starboard collision between ―Addis in Cape‖ 
[Alexander Monet] and ―A-L‖ [Robbie van Rooyen]. It was nasty with A-L ending up with a sizable hole in her 
port quarter, forcing them to retire from racing for the day. To their credit they had the boat repaired and ready 
for relaunching by the next morning. ―Addis‖ did a penalty turn and continued to race, only retiring later when 
racing was finished. 
―Crocs‖ [Mark Sadler] led the fleet on the long downwind run to Blouberg. The smallest boat in the IRC fleet, the 
Pacer 27 Sport ―Regent Express‖ [Trygve Roberts] came from behind and displaying outstanding downwind 
speed, carved their way through most of the big boats, rounding the bottom mark with ―WINDPOWER‖ [Rick 
Nankin] and ‗PUMA UNLEASHED‖ [Hylton Hale]. Further back in the fleet Dave Hudson skippering the Mumm 
36 ―Ballyhoo Too‖ managed a spectacular gybe after a neat spinnaker peel which left them on their side for 
several minutes and close to the shore in just 3m of depth. At that stage, the breeze had cranked up a notch to 
around 26 knots.  
The Pacer 27 was quickly overhauled by the big heavy boats on the upwind legs as the fleet slowly settled 
down into a natural pecking order. Some of the boats started reefing as the wind crept up to the 30 knot mark. 
By the time the last of the IRC boats crossed the finish line the wind was already gusting 35 knots. 
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Race one was won by Windpower, followed by Crocs in 2
nd

 place and ―Benba‖ [Dale Kushner] in 3
rd

. 
 
In the Club Class 1 fleet ―Flyer‖ a Beneteau FC10 [J v/d Westhuizen] won from ―Spectrum‖ L34 [Andy James] 
and in third place it was Lood Rabie‘s Bavaria match 38 ―Sheshisa‖. There were only six entries in this 
category. 
But in Class 2 the competition was stiff with Vitor Medina in his Muira ―Far Med‖ revelling in the heavy 
conditions and taking 1

st
 place from Ray Matthews (V/D Stadt 34) ―Cabaray‖ and third place being taken by 

Theuns Groenewald in his RCOD ―Reaction‖. Class sailed a shorter course. 
 
The fleet was ushered towards 
Granger Bay where there was 
mercifully hardly any wind and 
where a pleasant hour was spent 
having a braai and generally easing 
aching muscles and drying wet 
gear. Meanwhile the cloud base 
toppled over the lip of Table 
Mountain indicating an increase in 
wind strength for the afternoon. At 
around 14h30 Race 2 was started in 
35 knots gusting 40 and more on 
the way. Many of the fleet retired 
before the second mark had been 
reached and especially so, most of 
the smaller boats. In the IRC fleet 
Geoff Meek, skippering the Pacer 
376 ―Cape Storm‖ hit a top speed of 
23 knots in a wild surfing session 
with spinnaker up down to 
Milnerton. Only seven of the fourteen entries managed to complete race 2 with Windpower once again taking 
1

st
 place from Crocs with Corum [Jannie Reuvers] taking 3

rd
 place. In Class 2 only five yachts completed the 

race, with victory again taken by Vitor medina in ―Far Med‖ from ―Reaction‖ and ―Apricot‖. 
 
 Back at the small craft basin it was all hands on deck, securing boats for the big blow which was already 
reaching 50 knots by 18h00. The wind spoilt the party atmosphere, so the organisers decided to postpone 
some of the fun on-shore events to the following day, but during the night the wind got worse. By Sunday 
morning 09h00 the race committee wisely decided to cancel racing for the day and asked competitors to return 
for the final day‘s racing on Wednesday 16

th
 December. By Sunday night the worst of the storm was over 

leaving yachts covered in deep dirty soot. 
A-L lodged a protest against ―Addis in Cape‖ for the port/starboard incident, but ―Addis‖ had already retired from 
the race on their return. A-L also lodged a second protest against ―Addis‖ for changing their mainsail between 
race 1 and 2. For this ―Addis‖ was disqualified from Race 2. A-L also applied for redress and was given average 
points for the regatta. Later this would turn the event on its head, as they won both the races on the 
Wednesday, leaving them with two firsts and another two firsts on the redress issue. 
Wednesday turned out to almost make up for the first two days with a perfect 10 knot westerly which built to 
around 18 knots by mid afternoon. It was steady in direction and provided fair racing. A-L was back on the 
water and looking ship shape. This is always the boat to watch and frequently turns out to be a regatta winner. 
Race 3 was started near Milnerton Beach with a long windward leg up to the No.2 channel marker and a dead 
downwind leg back to Milnerton. This was a fairly boring course for most competitors and not many 
opportunities to make gains. The race was won by A-L with Corum and Windpower taking up 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 places 

respectively. 
 
In Club Class 1 victory went to Flyer, followed by Majimoto and Spectrum. In class a pattern was developing 
with Far Med once again taking 1

st
 place from Cabaray and Reaction. 

The fleet was again dispatched to Granger bay for lunch with some crews even being brave enough to take a 
dip in the chilly waters of Table Bay. A fairly long course was set for the final afternoon race, which would take 
the fleet to a windward mark, a reach to landfall, a run to Blouberg, a fetch to Milnerton, a beat to No.2, a run to 
Milnerton, another beat to No.2 and a fetch to the finish at No.10 
Crocs led the fleet around the course, but it was not enough of a lead to prevent the Farr 38 ―Benba‖ to snatch 
a 1

st
 place, with A-L in 2

nd
 and Windpower in 3

rd
 place. The Pacer 27 once again displayed scintillating 

downwind speed, but could not hold the big heavy boats on the long upwind legs. 
Club Class 1 was won by Flyer, from Spectrum and Sheshisa and in Club Class 2 it was once again Vitor 
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medina showing his mettle with a fourth straight 1
st
 place in Far Med, followed by Reaction and Paprika 

sneaking in to take 3
rd

 place. 
It was a far happier group of sailors on the terrace than a few days before. The prize giving went off smoothly 
and a good party was enjoyed by everyone. 
 
Final results (Top 3 only) 
 
IRC: 

 1
st
 A-L 

 2
nd

 Windpower 

 3
rd

 Gumption 
Club Class 1: 

 1
st
 Flyer 

 2
nd

 Sheshisa 

 3
rd

 Spectrum 
Club Class 2: 

 1
st
 Far Med 

 2
nd

 Reaction 

 3
rd

 Apricot 
 
 
 

General Sailing Notices 
 
 
AUDI Twilight Racing NEW START TIMES 
 
WITH EFFECT WEDNESDAY 20

th
 JANUARY THE STARTING 

TIMES WILL CHANGE, MAINLY DUE TO ROAD TRAFFIC 
CONGESTION. 
 
THE NEW START TIMES ARE AS FOLLOWS 
 
IRC SPINNAKER CLASS         18h00 
CLUB CLASS 1                         18h05 
CLUB CLASS 2                         18h10 
 
An amendment to the NOR has been posted accordingly 
 
 
MYKONOS OFFSHORE 
Entries are coming along fantastically and 90 boats have officially entered!  
 
ENTRIES CLOSE ON Friday 12

th
 FEBUARY 2010 

CREW LISTS DUE:  Thursday 11
th
  

ENTRY FEE:   R200.00 Per boat 
R100.00 Per Crew Member  
 
If you would like your entry fee to be charged to your account please inform the sailing office  Via email 
 
Mykonos Regatta handouts include T shirt‘s and meal tickets, THESE WILL ONLY BE ALLOCATED TO 
THOSE YACHTS WHOSE CREW LISTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY 17H00 ON THURSDAY THE 11

th
 

FEBRUARY (one week before). 
 
Registration Thursday 18

th
 February 4:00 – 6:00 

There will be no complimentary breakfast this year, Mykonos will be selling breakfast tickets at the registration 
(R50.00)  There will be a complimentary dinner on Saturday evening after the prize giving if you require extra 
dinner tickets you will be able to purchase tickets at the registration on Thursday 18

th
 February (R80.00).  

 
 
SAILING CALENDER 
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Hard copies are available at Reception, as well as continuously being updated on our website.  
However there is a major change, the SENIOR’S RACE was omitted; it has obviously been re-instated and will 
be sailed on Sat 10

th
 April 2010 

SAS MEMBERSHIP CARDS  
The current membership cards are awaiting collection at Reception. 
ISAF RACING RULES 2009/2012:  
Are available at our Reception on production of your SAS Membership card (current)  
KPMG RACE  
This year‘s KPMG race will take place as per the calendar on the 6

th
 March 2010 and the sailing office needs 

the RCYC boat owner‘s assistance. The students are very keen to participate therefore we need boats. If you 
are willing to offer up your boat as well as your time for the day please let us know as soon as possible.  
 

SSaaffeettyy  aatt  SSeeaa  
 

Signing In and Out 
 
The Safety at Sea Committee remains inundated by having to deal with skippers who either fail to sign their 
vessels out or who neglect to sign in. 
 
Notwithstanding the Constitutional requirement that all skippers sign the register on departure and arrival, 
continued neglect to comply has a direct impact on: 

1. The RCYC‘s agreement with the NPA authorities that provided vessels register their departure and 
arrival at the Club, that vessels would not be required to request permission to enter and exit the port 
when sailing through the harbour entrance.  Unless all skippers sign, this agreement will become 
vulnerable and may lead to it‘s withdrawal in its entirety. 

2. The Office waste valuable time in verifying the location of vessels which failed to sign in on arrival, 
albeit that they have returned and have tied up safely. 

 
In order to discourage future neglect in terms of signing the register as required, the following process will be 
taken against transgressors: 

 A R200.00 fine (admission of guilt) will be levied against the respective transgressor. 

 In addition, the skipper will receive a letter of warning from the Safety at Sea Committee. 

 Failure to comply with the direction may result in the skipper appearing before the Disciplinary 
Committee. 

 In any event, the name of the skipper having failed in signing the register will be promulgated on the 
Main Notice Board. 

 
Please Note: 
If you get home in the evening, only to realise that you have forgotten to sign in, there is a link on the 
www.rcyc.co.za home page that you can click on to notify the club that you are signing in electronically. 
Alternatively, you may email the club at info@rcyc.co.za 
 

COF’s 
 
The Outside House Committee remain determined in ensuring that all vessels moored upon RCYC moorings 
have a valid COF (as required within the Club Mooring Rights Agreement).  To this end, the staff go to great 
lengths to communicate and remind owners of the status of their COF and the requirements required in 
achieving such certification.  Thankfully most owners are very conscientious and are quick to ensure 
compliance. 
 
However, the Club is bound to ensure that all moored vessels are actively used (as this is our business) and 
are not left on the moorings in a derelict manner.  Therefore, the Club regrettably continues to take required 
action against those vessels who simply do not comply, which will soon lead to some vessels being removed 
from our moorings.  Owners are respectfully urged to ensure that all vessels meet the required safety standards 
as set by the national regulatory body, SAMSA. 
 
Further to this, vessels confined to harbour may not leave the basin unless fully certified.  As indicated, the 
Water-Police have every right to request certification from any vessel sailing out of the RCYC. 
 
We look forward to your co-operation in these matters – thank you! 

http://www.rcyc.co.za/
mailto:info@rcyc.co.za
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Kind Regards, 
Harry Brehm 
Chairman:  Safety at Sea Committee 
 
 

IImmppoorrttaanntt  NNootteess  ffoorr  MMeemmbbeerrss  
 

An Important Notice to all Yacht and Mooring Owners:  
 
Mooring Insurance 
 
On or about the 13

th
 December 2009, while entering the SCB an unidentified vessel caused damage to a 

number of yachts moored within the H – J channel.  Notwithstanding the fact that this skipper neglected to 
approach the effected owners with an explanation or apology for the incident, but he/she subversively 
undertook to effect repairs to one of the effected vessels without the knowledge of the owner. 
 
If any skipper is aware of the incident or is able to provide a lead as to who may have caused the damage, 
I‘d appreciate a short (confidential) mail in this regard. 
 
If vessels are damaged while either on the RCYC moorings or during transit within the SCB, Waterloo 
Underwriters will process any claim related to the damage/repairs.  However, such processing will only 
commence once a minimum of two quotes has been received.  Further to this, owners must allow 
sufficient time for the assessors to inspect any/all damage.  Owners who choose to repair any damage prior 
to authorisation from the Insurers may be at risk of the Insurer not covering the costs. 
 
Any intent on claiming for damages must be made known to the yacht club Marina Manager and the General 
Manager prior to any paperwork being processed. 
 
Regards, 
Marcus Reuter 
General Manager 
 
 

A Note from the accounts department:  
 
FNB Branch Code for all RCYC financial transactions is :  250655 
Account Number remains the same. 
 
 

IInn  CClloossiinngg  
 

Quotes for the Month 
 
 
"Sailors work like horses at sea and spend their money like asses ashore."  
- Anonymous 

 
 
"For the truth is that I already know as much about my fate as I need to know. The day will come 

when I will die. So the only matter of consequence before me is what I will do with my allotted time. I 

can remain on shore, paralysed with fear, or I can raise my sails and dip and soar in the breeze."  

- Richard Bode, First You Have to Row a Little Boat 

 

 
 


