Telkom Maritime Services

H24 – all times in UTC

ZSC - ZSQ - ZSD - ASMCC

Cape Town, Port Elizabeth & Durban Radio and the South African COSPAS-SARSAT Local User Terminal and Mission Control Centre are controlled from one central site in the town of Milnerton near Cape Town

Location 33-52.80S 018-30.00E

Email: maritimeradio@ixmail.co.za - website: www.telkom.co.za -

Switchboard: 0027 21 5510700 - Facsimile: 5513760

National Free Call: 0800222208 – Facsimile: 0800006472

Ships in South African Ports: 0800201987

Account enquiries and new registrations: 0800223339

TELEX National 5116 International 095511600

Nothing prevents a mobile station or mobile earth station in distress from using any means at its disposal to attract attention, make known its position and obtain help. Nothing prevents a coast or land earth station from using any means at its disposal to assist a mobile station in distress.

COSPAS-SARSAT

Low-earth, near-polar, sun-synchronous and geostationary orbiting satellites search the earth for active 406 MHz emergency beacons from aviation, maritime and terrestrial carriers in distress. 
Satellite downlink signals are converted at the LUT and fed to the MCC where the operator validates beacon information, matches position, resolves ambiguity and alerts the relevant aeronautical or maritime rescue coordination centre so that a rescue may be launched.

Digital Selective Calling

Sea Area A3 & A4 

This technique uses digital codes to enable a radio station to establish contact with and to transfer information to another station. Cape Town Radio guards 4207.5 6312 8414.5 12577 and 16804.5 kHz. Subsequent radiotelephone distress and safety traffic succeeding the original DSC alert is conducted on simplex on: 4125 6215 8291 12290 or 16420 kHz

Maritime Safety Information

The Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and Durban Radio Weather Bulletins and Navigational Warnings in force are combined and presented as one single-voice broadcast at 1015 and 1815UTC daily. Transmission is effected on 4375, 8740 and 13146 kHz and on VHF channels:
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The presentation comprises distress or urgency messages when present, gale warnings when present, and the latest weather forecasts for the following coastal and adjacent areas: Orange River to Cape Agulhas; Cape Agulhas to East London; East London to Maputo; Cape West; Cape East; Durban East; and Mozambique Channel. This is followed with the navigational and NAVAREA warnings in force and the current traffic list. Weather Forecasts for the High Seas are available on request. 

The combined coastal weather reports, comprising observations taken at various stations around the South African Coast at 1200 daily, is combined and presented as one single voice broadcast at 1333

NAVTEX 518 kHz F1B Medium Range

This Narrow-Band Direct-Printing telegraphy system is used for the transmission of navigational warnings and important information to ships. Cape Town, Port Elizabeth and Durban Radio have allocated transmission times. The highlighted time slots combine the coastal weather bulletins and navigational warnings in force.
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SafetyNET

Enhanced Group Calls on SATCOM C addressing the high seas Indian Ocean Region [East of 20˚East] and the Atlantic Ocean Region East [West of 20˚ East]. This satellite-based service is used for the promulgation of meteorological and navigational warnings, forecasts and other urgent safety related messages

0940 Weather - 1940 Weather and NAVAREA warnings
MEDICO, AMVER, SAFREP, OBS, ISPS reports
Medical advice is free of charge

 The submission of mutual assistance position and voluntary observing ships weather reports by any means is encouraged. We accept International Ship and Port Facility Security code [ISPS] pre-arrival reports on behalf of MRCC Cape Town.

Radio Telephony – Distress and Commercial 

VHF - Ch16 - 27 transceiver sites – Alexander to Kosi Bay]

MF
- 2182 kHz - six transmitters & 11 receivers around the SA coast
HF 
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Note 1: Ch421 is used as supplementary call and answer when 2182 is being used for distress.

Note 2: World Radio Communication Conference - Geneva 2003, Resolution COM4/3 – WRC-03

 “The use of the duplex channels 1221 & 1621 ceased on 31 December 2003”

For commercial call and answer use, the simplex channels, Ch 12 C and Ch 16 D have been introduced. The simplex frequencies 4125, 12290 & 16420 kHz are reserved for distress traffic only.

Manual Radio Telephony - frequencies used subsequent to making initial contact on the call and answer frequencies listed above.
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Have a nice day
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